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163 Hampstead St., Methuen, MA
978-686-4075 or 978-686-2162

www.raymondsturkeyfarm.com

All of our farm fresh products 
are available year round

Hours: Starting Oct 1 
OPEN EVERY DAY

 8 am to 5 pm

RAYMOND’S 
TURKEY FARM

• FRESH, NATIVE, ALL NATURAL TURKEYS 
• TURKEY BREAST   • TURKEY PIES

• Gravy • Stuffing • Butternut Squash 
• Mashed Potatoes • Turnip 
• Cranberry Orange Relish

Order Your 
Thanksgiving Turkey 

EARLY

Cooler weather is upon us. 
Heat up the kitchen with one of 

our homemade pies and all the sides.
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SHARE YOUR SCHOOL DAYS
PRINCIPALS, TEACHERS & PTOs:

If you have an event to feature in School Days, contact Melissa Fili
at (978) 682-4777 or methuenlife@comcast.net.

To purchase glossy color photos taken by the MethuenLife staff, call Melissa. 

NHS officers are (from left) President Rachel Sterner, Secretary Jamil Halaby, co-adviser 
Jacquelyn Rubino, Vice President McKaela Flannigan, Treasurer Christine Neel and Historian 
Julia Anderson. Missing is co-adviser Pat Wentworth. Courtesy photo.

New members were initiated 
into the National Honor Society at 
Methuen High School last month. 
Juniors and seniors who hold a 
3.5-grade-point average are aca-
demically eligible for member-
ship. In addition to scholarship, 
students are chosen on the basis 
of leadership, service and char-
acter. They must demonstrate all 
four qualities and maintain them 
throughout their remaining high 
school years.

The new inductees joined 24 
current senior NHS members.

At the ceremony, they each 
received a pin, signed a mem-
bership book, and lit a candle 
and pledged to uphold the high 
standards by which they were 
selected.

“NHS members truly are stu-
dents who give back to their school 
and community in many positive 
ways,” co-adviser Pat Wentworth 
tells MethuenLife. “They are the 
the tutors for the school, the active 
participants in many activities, 
sports, clubs and often times are 
the leaders of such. They do all 

while while juggling full academ-
ic schedules, achieving honor roll 
status, applying for college, and 
accomplishing many other tasks 
in their daily life. Ms. Rubino and 
I are honored to be working with 
such a great group of students.”

New inductees are:
Seniors
Rashidat Agboola, Jacob 

Cohen, Katherine Fillipon, Jef-
frey Gagnon, Nathan Gioacchini, 
Darya Lilie, Sarah Maranto, Anna 
Mueller, Julie Platz and Jessica 
Whiteside.

Juniors
Victoria Bonneau, Hailey 

Brunette, Jenna Bueno, Daniel 
Cormier, Alyssa Cote, Colleen 
DeCola, Paul Downing, Jacque-
lyn Flynn, Jessica Flynn, Casey 
Fowler, Lindsay Garcia, Elizabeth 
Hajjar, Michael Harper, Jacklyn 
Kendall, Rebecca Kwakye, Shan-
non Loconte, Brandon LaPorte, 
Ashley LeBlanc, Lauren Loffre-
do, Elias Nammour, Sarah Privi-
tera, Terrena Scannell and Oliver 
Thibault.

Classmates jump-start 
Pouch Brigade recycling effort

Two green-thinking fourth-graders are 
the driving force behind a new recycling 
effort at the Marsh School.

Ashlyn Conlon and Britney Taylor have 
willingly surrendered just about 
every afternoon recess so far 
this school year to work on their 
CapriSun drink pouch collection, 
which has gained serious momen-
tum since it began in September. 

But they say they don’t miss their outdoor 
time, as they are keeping their eye on the 
prize.

“This is fun,” says Britney. “And with 
the money we make, we’re going to buy 
books or games for our classroom.”

Over the summer, Ashlyn and her 
mom noticed information on the CapriSun 

RESALE Boutique for Exceptionally Fine Quality 
Children’s Items - Newborn to Size 10

We Buy & Sell
•Baby Gear •Clothes
•Strollers •Books
•Toys •Maternity

356 So. Broadway, Salem, NH
(Route 28 next to Sea World Pet Center)

603-952-4760
www.gentlylovedbaby.com

Huge
Savings
on Holiday

clothing
& coats

 Bring in this ad during December and save $5 OFF your purchase of $25
Mon-Sat: 10-6 

Thurs: 10-8 for Dec.
Sun:12-5

SAY ‘CHEESE!’
To puchase color glossy photos taken by MethuenLife, 

call Melissa Fili at (978) 682-4777
or e-mail melissa@methuenlife.com

Ashlyn Conlon (left) and Britney Taylor are overseeing a juice-pouch recycling project at 
the Marsh School. As of early November, they had collected nearly 6,000 pouches, earning 
$119 for their school. Photo by Melissa Fili.

Please see POUCH, Page 39
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Railway to the moon!

Keith Burdin
Auto Detailing

978-685-3076
Buffing • Waxing • Interiors

Don’t Let the Winter Storms and Salt Ruin Your Car 
PROTECT This Car with Our Various Detailing Packages

20 Years in Business
Fully Insured
60 Pine Street

Methuen, MA 01844

Keith Burdin’s Detailing is a local drop 
off for Lazarus House. Needed: Canned/

packaged foodstuffs, new and gently used 
clothing and toys, and blankets.
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Great Rates - Why Pay More?

255 Hampstead St • Methuen, MA • 01844

888-374-2796
www.AllAmericanSelfStorage.com

T A L L M A N EYE ASSOCIATES
Multi-Specialty

Eye Practice

Lawrence 978-688-6182
Haverhil l 978-521-5653
Amesbury 978-388-4044
No. Andover 978-794-8118
Salem, NH 603-893-7400

Full Vision Services – Diseases of the Eye -

General Ophthalmology

Cataract Surgery, Retina Services - Pediatric

Ophthalmology

Oculoplastics – Lasik

360 Merrimack Street – Lawrence, MA 01843Oculoplastics – Lasik

360 Merrimack Street – Lawrence, MA 01843

978-688-6182

r Salem, NH Haverhill Amesbury
978-688-6182

Lawrence North Andover Salem, NH Haverhill Amesbury

STANDUP COMEDY
• Fundraisers • Shows

• Corporate Events
Great for Teams, Schools

or Your Holiday Party

Windham resident

Steve Guilmette
603.595.2442

• Fundraisers • Shows
• Corporate Events

Great for Teams, Schools
or Your Holiday Party

Merrimack Valley Native

Steve Guilmette
603.930.7473

WWW.SteveGuilmette.com

Michelin • Dunlop • Bridgestone • Pirelli • Goodyear
• Super X Mufflers • ASE Certified Technicians

BROADWAY TIRE AND AUTO SERVICE

Fax (978) 683-0719

ENGRAVING & SILKSCREENING
NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

NAMEPLATES • BADGES • SIGNS • T-SHIRTS • HATS
• Laminating
• Parking Signs
• Directories
• Awards

Distributor of E-Z Grav 
Engraving Plastic by the 
Sheet or Cut to Size

678 Lowell St. Rte. 110, methuen, MA 01844

Phone: 978-687-1111  Fax: 978-687-4477
WWW.SUNSETENGRAVERS.NET

email: sunsetengravers@comcast.net

SUNSET ENGRAVERS

• Business Cards
• Rubber Stamps
• Labels
• Invitations
• Vinyl Letters
• Printing
• Magnetic

Bankruptcy
Attorney MArk Ford

978-686-0108

Model Railroading • Dollhouses • Model Ships

Woodcarving • Architectural Scale Lumber
WAYNE GEBHARDT

Manager
99 CROSS STREET

METHUEN, MA 01844
978-683-NECS (6327)

E-Mail: info@necraftsman.com • Web: www.necraftman.com

Tues. 9am - 1pm
Thur. 12-7pm • Sat. 9am - 1pm

PJ’PJ’SS PIZZAPIZZA
A Family Owned Business
for Over 40 Years

OPEN:
Wednesday 11-6

Thur., Fri., Sat. 11-9
Sunday 4-9

* Joe Laudani * Peter Laudani Sr. * Peter Laudani Jr.
33 Broadway, Methuen 978-686-0372

Insured
            Lic #21195

PAUL E. MARTIN
Plumbing & Heating

Gas Piping

   Quality Workmanship       978-794-8041
        FREE Estimates       603-893-6954

Interior and Exterior Painting

BALDASSARIBALDASSARI
PAINTINGPAINTING

Interior and Exterior Painting
    • Wallpapering
    • Wallpaper Removal
    • Power Washing
    • Gutter Cleaning
    • Window Washing
 FREE ESTIMATES

Fred Baldassari Jr.
978-688-0161

Serving
the

Merrimack
Valley
Since
1987!

Quality Work at Affordable Rates

Methuen
FaMily Dental

Stress free, quality dentistry - Evening hours available

Deepa A., DMD

460 Broadway
Methuen, MA 01844

Tel: 978-686-5231
Fax: 978-682-2736

The Optical Shop at 
Tallman Eye Associates
4 Convenient Locations

29 Stiles Road
SALEM, NH

603-890-1246
451 Andover St.

NO. ANDOVER, MA
978-794-7968

360 Merrimack St.-Riverwalk
Building 9, Entrance “I”

LAWRENCE, MA
978-686-3011

62 Brown St. Suite 205
Merrimack Medical Center

HAVERHILL, MA
978-372-0571

•Window       Treatments 
     •Slipcovers •Cushions 

  •Pillows •Light Upholstery
Call Reggie (Rejeanne Purdy)

603-474-6593 or 603-479-7542

Karpet Korner
Carpet Specialist

CARPET
Sales & Installation

John Dessinger

91 A Cross St.                   978-685-6962
       Methuen, MA 01844                karpet6962@aol.com
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In the mood for some
GOOD NEWS?

Then MethuenLife is the place to be!

Mon., Tue. & Wed. Drive-up -  8:00 to 4:00
Lobby   -  8:30 to 4:00

Thur. & Fr.   Drive-up -  8:00 to 6:00
Lobby   -  8:30 to 6:00

    Sat.     Drive-up -  8:00 to 12:00
    Lobby   -  8:30 to 12:00

243 Broadway, Methuen • 978-682-5271
www.methuencoop.com • Online Banking Available

ALL DEPOSITS 
INSURED IN FULL

As a customer of a
Massachusetts Co-operative
Bank, your deposits remain 
insured in full.  The Share

Insurance Fund (SIF) of The
Co-operative Central Bank
insures all deposit balances

in excess of the FDIC
insured levels.

Methuen
Co-operative Bank

Equal Opportunity Employer
Member FDIC & SIF Deposits insured in Full

Equal Housing Lender

Seasons GreetingsThank You For Voting Us

BEST CHIROPRACTOR
Methuen/Lawrence 1999-2003

by Market Survey of America

Your vote of confidence reaffirms our dedication

to bring you the finest Chiropractic Care

Our Seventh Year Running!

• Most Insurance and

 Medicare Accepted

• Listen to Dr. Santone

 Every Other Monday at

 9 A.M. on  WCCM

            1490 AM
• Host of Health Talk on

 Methuen Cable Television,

 Channel 22

SANTONE
CHIROPRACTIC

369 Merrimack St. • Methuen, MA • 978-794-7677

OUR 19th YEAR RUNNING!

1999 - 2020

work is wrapped up, including completion 
of sidewalks, Lavigne said.

The $10 million project involved a 
complete replacement of the four-lane 
Route 28 bridge over Route 213. Con-
struction crews demolished the existing 
bridge and replaced it with a new two-
span steel bridge with two lanes in each 
direction and 5-foot sidewalks.  

Successful efforts to accelerate the 
project’s timetable involved using two 
temporary bridges for traffic, allowing the 
work to be completed in a single stage. 
This reduced the work timetable by a full 
year with the bridge reopening expected 
next April. However, the work continued 
at an even quicker-than-expected pace, 
resulting in last month’s reopening, a full 
17 months earlier than first planned.

Bridge, continued from page 4

NATURAL BEAUTY COMING TO BRIDGE

Now that the massive bridge project is done, MassHighway has con-
firmed that a landscaping project will add some natural beauty to the 
area.

Methuen Garden Club Vice President Linda Yuele has been working 
with state officials on this part of the project.

According to an e-mail from a District 4 representative, “The landscap-
ing plan consists of approximately 20 plantings north of the bridge in the 
Route 213 westbound on/off ramp island along the east edge of Route 28. 
South of the bridge shows approximately 46 trees between Nevins Road 
and Route 213 along the east edge of Route 28, as well as a perennial 
garden just south of Nevins Road with approximately 222 plants.”

No word on a time table for this part of the project.

On a very somber Veterans Day, the city of Methuen and the 
commonwealth of Massachusetts paused to recognize and 
thank two of Methuen’s own veterans: Frank Shimko (center), 
commander of Methuen’s VFW, and John Dowd (right), com-
mander of Methuen’s American Legion Post. These veterans of 
the Vietnam era were thanked for their service on active duty 
and decades of commitment caring for our soldiers as they 
return home, and presented citations from state Rep. Linda 
Dean Campbell. Joining in this recognition is Methuen’s Veter-
an’s Affairs Officer Tom Hargreaves (at left). Courtesy photo.

THANKING OUR VETERANS

•  Most Insurance and
  Medicare Accepted

•  Listen to Dr. Santone    
   Every Other Monday at   
   9 A.M. on  WCCM      

          1110 AM
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standards by which they were 
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Classmates jump-start 
Pouch Brigade recycling effort

Two green-thinking fourth-graders are 
the driving force behind a new recycling 
effort at the Marsh School.

Ashlyn Conlon and Britney Taylor have 
willingly surrendered just about 
every afternoon recess so far 
this school year to work on their 
CapriSun drink pouch collection, 
which has gained serious momen-
tum since it began in September. 

But they say they don’t miss their outdoor 
time, as they are keeping their eye on the 
prize.

“This is fun,” says Britney. “And with 
the money we make, we’re going to buy 
books or games for our classroom.”

Over the summer, Ashlyn and her 
mom noticed information on the CapriSun 

RESALE Boutique for Exceptionally Fine Quality 
Children’s Items - Newborn to Size 10

We Buy & Sell
•Baby Gear •Clothes
•Strollers •Books
•Toys •Maternity

356 So. Broadway, Salem, NH
(Route 28 next to Sea World Pet Center)

603-952-4760
www.gentlylovedbaby.com

Huge
Savings
on Holiday

clothing
& coats

 Bring in this ad during December and save $5 OFF your purchase of $25
Mon-Sat: 10-6 

Thurs: 10-8 for Dec.
Sun:12-5

SAY ‘CHEESE!’
To puchase color glossy photos taken by MethuenLife, 

call Melissa Fili at (978) 682-4777
or e-mail melissa@methuenlife.com

Ashlyn Conlon (left) and Britney Taylor are overseeing a juice-pouch recycling project at 
the Marsh School. As of early November, they had collected nearly 6,000 pouches, earning 
$119 for their school. Photo by Melissa Fili.

Please see POUCH, Page 39
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Railway to the moon!

Keith Burdin
Auto Detailing

978-685-3076
Buffing • Waxing • Interiors

Don’t Let the Winter Storms and Salt Ruin Your Car 
PROTECT This Car with Our Various Detailing Packages

20 Years in Business
Fully Insured
60 Pine Street

Methuen, MA 01844

Keith Burdin’s Detailing is a local drop 
off for Lazarus House. Needed: Canned/

packaged foodstuffs, new and gently used 
clothing and toys, and blankets.
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sports, clubs and often times are 
the leaders of such. They do all 

while while juggling full academ-
ic schedules, achieving honor roll 
status, applying for college, and 
accomplishing many other tasks 
in their daily life. Ms. Rubino and 
I are honored to be working with 
such a great group of students.”

New inductees are:
Seniors
Rashidat Agboola, Jacob 

Cohen, Katherine Fillipon, Jef-
frey Gagnon, Nathan Gioacchini, 
Darya Lilie, Sarah Maranto, Anna 
Mueller, Julie Platz and Jessica 
Whiteside.

Juniors
Victoria Bonneau, Hailey 

Brunette, Jenna Bueno, Daniel 
Cormier, Alyssa Cote, Colleen 
DeCola, Paul Downing, Jacque-
lyn Flynn, Jessica Flynn, Casey 
Fowler, Lindsay Garcia, Elizabeth 
Hajjar, Michael Harper, Jacklyn 
Kendall, Rebecca Kwakye, Shan-
non Loconte, Brandon LaPorte, 
Ashley LeBlanc, Lauren Loffre-
do, Elias Nammour, Sarah Privi-
tera, Terrena Scannell and Oliver 
Thibault.

Classmates jump-start 
Pouch Brigade recycling effort

Two green-thinking fourth-graders are 
the driving force behind a new recycling 
effort at the Marsh School.

Ashlyn Conlon and Britney Taylor have 
willingly surrendered just about 
every afternoon recess so far 
this school year to work on their 
CapriSun drink pouch collection, 
which has gained serious momen-
tum since it began in September. 

But they say they don’t miss their outdoor 
time, as they are keeping their eye on the 
prize.

“This is fun,” says Britney. “And with 
the money we make, we’re going to buy 
books or games for our classroom.”

Over the summer, Ashlyn and her 
mom noticed information on the CapriSun 

RESALE Boutique for Exceptionally Fine Quality 
Children’s Items - Newborn to Size 10

We Buy & Sell
•Baby Gear •Clothes
•Strollers •Books
•Toys •Maternity

356 So. Broadway, Salem, NH
(Route 28 next to Sea World Pet Center)

603-952-4760
www.gentlylovedbaby.com

Huge
Savings
on Holiday

clothing
& coats

 Bring in this ad during December and save $5 OFF your purchase of $25
Mon-Sat: 10-6 

Thurs: 10-8 for Dec.
Sun:12-5

SAY ‘CHEESE!’
To puchase color glossy photos taken by MethuenLife, 

call Melissa Fili at (978) 682-4777
or e-mail melissa@methuenlife.com

Ashlyn Conlon (left) and Britney Taylor are overseeing a juice-pouch recycling project at 
the Marsh School. As of early November, they had collected nearly 6,000 pouches, earning 
$119 for their school. Photo by Melissa Fili.

Please see POUCH, Page 39
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Railway to the moon!

Keith Burdin
Auto Detailing

978-685-3076
Buffing • Waxing • Interiors

Don’t Let the Winter Storms and Salt Ruin Your Car 
PROTECT This Car with Our Various Detailing Packages

20 Years in Business
Fully Insured
60 Pine Street

Methuen, MA 01844

Keith Burdin’s Detailing is a local drop 
off for Lazarus House. Needed: Canned/

packaged foodstuffs, new and gently used 
clothing and toys, and blankets.

B
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Great Rates - Why Pay More?

255 Hampstead St • Methuen, MA • 01844

888-374-2796
www.AllAmericanSelfStorage.com

T A L L M A N EYE ASSOCIATES
Multi-Specialty

Eye Practice

Lawrence 978-688-6182
Haverhil l 978-521-5653
Amesbury 978-388-4044
No. Andover 978-794-8118
Salem, NH 603-893-7400

Full Vision Services – Diseases of the Eye -

General Ophthalmology

Cataract Surgery, Retina Services - Pediatric

Ophthalmology

Oculoplastics – Lasik

360 Merrimack Street – Lawrence, MA 01843Oculoplastics – Lasik

360 Merrimack Street – Lawrence, MA 01843

978-688-6182

r Salem, NH Haverhill Amesbury
978-688-6182

Lawrence North Andover Salem, NH Haverhill Amesbury

STANDUP COMEDY
• Fundraisers • Shows

• Corporate Events
Great for Teams, Schools

or Your Holiday Party

Windham resident

Steve Guilmette
603.595.2442

• Fundraisers • Shows
• Corporate Events

Great for Teams, Schools
or Your Holiday Party

Merrimack Valley Native

Steve Guilmette
603.930.7473

WWW.SteveGuilmette.com

Michelin • Dunlop • Bridgestone • Pirelli • Goodyear
• Super X Mufflers • ASE Certified Technicians

BROADWAY TIRE AND AUTO SERVICE

Fax (978) 683-0719

ENGRAVING & SILKSCREENING
NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

NAMEPLATES • BADGES • SIGNS • T-SHIRTS • HATS
• Laminating
• Parking Signs
• Directories
• Awards

Distributor of E-Z Grav 
Engraving Plastic by the 
Sheet or Cut to Size

678 Lowell St. Rte. 110, methuen, MA 01844

Phone: 978-687-1111  Fax: 978-687-4477
WWW.SUNSETENGRAVERS.NET

email: sunsetengravers@comcast.net

SUNSET ENGRAVERS

• Business Cards
• Rubber Stamps
• Labels
• Invitations
• Vinyl Letters
• Printing
• Magnetic

Bankruptcy
Attorney MArk Ford

978-686-0108

Model Railroading • Dollhouses • Model Ships

Woodcarving • Architectural Scale Lumber
WAYNE GEBHARDT

Manager
99 CROSS STREET

METHUEN, MA 01844
978-683-NECS (6327)

E-Mail: info@necraftsman.com • Web: www.necraftman.com

Tues. 9am - 1pm
Thur. 12-7pm • Sat. 9am - 1pm

PJ’PJ’SS PIZZAPIZZA
A Family Owned Business
for Over 40 Years

OPEN:
Wednesday 11-6

Thur., Fri., Sat. 11-9
Sunday 4-9

* Joe Laudani * Peter Laudani Sr. * Peter Laudani Jr.
33 Broadway, Methuen 978-686-0372

Insured
            Lic #21195

PAUL E. MARTIN
Plumbing & Heating

Gas Piping

   Quality Workmanship       978-794-8041
        FREE Estimates       603-893-6954

Interior and Exterior Painting

BALDASSARIBALDASSARI
PAINTINGPAINTING

Interior and Exterior Painting
    • Wallpapering
    • Wallpaper Removal
    • Power Washing
    • Gutter Cleaning
    • Window Washing
 FREE ESTIMATES

Fred Baldassari Jr.
978-688-0161

Serving
the

Merrimack
Valley
Since
1987!

Quality Work at Affordable Rates

Methuen
FaMily Dental

Stress free, quality dentistry - Evening hours available

Deepa A., DMD

460 Broadway
Methuen, MA 01844

Tel: 978-686-5231
Fax: 978-682-2736

The Optical Shop at 
Tallman Eye Associates
4 Convenient Locations

29 Stiles Road
SALEM, NH

603-890-1246
451 Andover St.

NO. ANDOVER, MA
978-794-7968

360 Merrimack St.-Riverwalk
Building 9, Entrance “I”

LAWRENCE, MA
978-686-3011

62 Brown St. Suite 205
Merrimack Medical Center

HAVERHILL, MA
978-372-0571

•Window       Treatments 
     •Slipcovers •Cushions 

  •Pillows •Light Upholstery
Call Reggie (Rejeanne Purdy)

603-474-6593 or 603-479-7542

Karpet Korner
Carpet Specialist

CARPET
Sales & Installation

John Dessinger

91 A Cross St.                   978-685-6962
       Methuen, MA 01844                karpet6962@aol.com
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In the mood for some
GOOD NEWS?

Then MethuenLife is the place to be!

Mon., Tue. & Wed. Drive-up -  8:00 to 4:00
Lobby   -  8:30 to 4:00

Thur. & Fr.   Drive-up -  8:00 to 6:00
Lobby   -  8:30 to 6:00

    Sat.     Drive-up -  8:00 to 12:00
    Lobby   -  8:30 to 12:00

243 Broadway, Methuen • 978-682-5271
www.methuencoop.com • Online Banking Available

ALL DEPOSITS 
INSURED IN FULL

As a customer of a
Massachusetts Co-operative
Bank, your deposits remain 
insured in full.  The Share

Insurance Fund (SIF) of The
Co-operative Central Bank
insures all deposit balances

in excess of the FDIC
insured levels.

Methuen
Co-operative Bank

Equal Opportunity Employer
Member FDIC & SIF Deposits insured in Full

Equal Housing Lender

Seasons GreetingsThank You For Voting Us

BEST CHIROPRACTOR
Methuen/Lawrence 1999-2003

by Market Survey of America

Your vote of confidence reaffirms our dedication

to bring you the finest Chiropractic Care

Our Seventh Year Running!

• Most Insurance and

 Medicare Accepted

• Listen to Dr. Santone

 Every Other Monday at

 9 A.M. on  WCCM

            1490 AM
• Host of Health Talk on

 Methuen Cable Television,

 Channel 22

SANTONE
CHIROPRACTIC

369 Merrimack St. • Methuen, MA • 978-794-7677

OUR 19th YEAR RUNNING!

1999 - 2020

work is wrapped up, including completion 
of sidewalks, Lavigne said.

The $10 million project involved a 
complete replacement of the four-lane 
Route 28 bridge over Route 213. Con-
struction crews demolished the existing 
bridge and replaced it with a new two-
span steel bridge with two lanes in each 
direction and 5-foot sidewalks.  

Successful efforts to accelerate the 
project’s timetable involved using two 
temporary bridges for traffic, allowing the 
work to be completed in a single stage. 
This reduced the work timetable by a full 
year with the bridge reopening expected 
next April. However, the work continued 
at an even quicker-than-expected pace, 
resulting in last month’s reopening, a full 
17 months earlier than first planned.

Bridge, continued from page 4

NATURAL BEAUTY COMING TO BRIDGE

Now that the massive bridge project is done, MassHighway has con-
firmed that a landscaping project will add some natural beauty to the 
area.

Methuen Garden Club Vice President Linda Yuele has been working 
with state officials on this part of the project.

According to an e-mail from a District 4 representative, “The landscap-
ing plan consists of approximately 20 plantings north of the bridge in the 
Route 213 westbound on/off ramp island along the east edge of Route 28. 
South of the bridge shows approximately 46 trees between Nevins Road 
and Route 213 along the east edge of Route 28, as well as a perennial 
garden just south of Nevins Road with approximately 222 plants.”

No word on a time table for this part of the project.

On a very somber Veterans Day, the city of Methuen and the 
commonwealth of Massachusetts paused to recognize and 
thank two of Methuen’s own veterans: Frank Shimko (center), 
commander of Methuen’s VFW, and John Dowd (right), com-
mander of Methuen’s American Legion Post. These veterans of 
the Vietnam era were thanked for their service on active duty 
and decades of commitment caring for our soldiers as they 
return home, and presented citations from state Rep. Linda 
Dean Campbell. Joining in this recognition is Methuen’s Veter-
an’s Affairs Officer Tom Hargreaves (at left). Courtesy photo.

THANKING OUR VETERANS

•  Most Insurance and
  Medicare Accepted

•  Listen to Dr. Santone    
   Every Other Monday at   
   9 A.M. on  WCCM      

          1110 AM

OUR 22nd YEAR RUNNING!

www.santonechiropractic.com

By Alison Colby-Campbell
MethuenLife Writer

2020 has been an award-winning year for Pedro Nuñez, 
the CEO of IT Management Solutions, who earned both 
national and global business honors.

The City of Methuen recently learned first-hand just how 
valuable his services are, as he thwarted a potential cyber 
attack on the city’s computer system.

City Councilor Steve Saba stated, “The City of Methuen 
contracted with IT Management Solutions in January 2020 
to update our IT systems that were outdated and therefore 
susceptible to problems. While working on our systems, 
Pedro Nunez and IT Management Solutions jumped into 
action within an hour of an IT threat to the City. They coor-
dinated with outside agencies to protect taxpayers from a 
potentially bad outcome.”

When asked specifically about the role ITMS played in 
protecting the city, former Methuen resident Nuñez pro-
ceeded with obvious caution. 

“I won’t provide any detail about the nature of the attack 
or its source because that information could help hackers 
improve their attacks. I will say that beginning in January, 
we’ve worked hand in hand with the city and its teams 
to upgrade their systems to protect the city and mitigate 
risks and attacks,” he said. ”Together we help provide a 
multi-layer strategy of protection and then monitor it close-
ly. That is one thing that differentiates us from many of our 
competitors, our constant monitoring allows us to act as a 
cohesive unit, to react faster and bring about success. We 
provide an immediate level of support at all times. That’s 
important because when you are fighting a cyber attack, it is 

a fight, an ongoing persistent battle that can be long. 
“There isn’t just one type of attack; there are thousands 

of different types and that means there is no single solution, 
no magic pill or fast answer. You cannot cut corners with IT. 
You can’t drive a car with three tires,” he explained.

The attack reportedly took place over the summer.
A recent visit to the reception desk of ITMS’ second-floor 

offices in Salem, N.H., made it obvious just how busy the 
company has been during the pandemic. Multiple awards 
and certifications were spread across surfaces, waiting for 
a lull in work to be permanently displayed. Nuñez is under-
standably proud of his team and the awards, including the 
prestigious Inc. Magazine’s “Inc. 5,000 2020,” a list of the 
5,000 fastest-growing private companies in America. ITMS 
grew 72% when comparing the company’s 2016 and 2019 
percentage-revenue growth. They ranked 4,473rd.

The company also ranked 29th globally among the 
world’s Best in Class managed service providers in highly 
competitive “2020 Channel Futures MSP (Managed Service 
Providers) 501” rankings. 

Nuñez explained in generalities why cyber threats are 
so prevalent: “Tech is often ignored by companies, at least 
until there is a crisis. Business owners think of it as a burden 
rather than an asset. We make life simpler by simplifying 
tech, learning about our clients’ companies, and partnering 
with them long term so they know what they need day to 
day. We help companies identify their future IT needs, so 
their IT system grows with them.”  

Businesses’ hesitancy to delve into refining their tech 
set-up is fueled in part by lack of understanding and 
because the equipment, requirements and options are evolv-
ing so quickly that it seems impossible to pin down even 

the basics, Nuñez said. Terms like Cloud Services, Hosted 
Solutions, Small Business Server Migration, Virtualization 
and VoIP Telephony have only been introduced to the ver-
nacular in the last few years.  

COVID-19, however, made IT impossible to ignore. 
Companies reconfigured business practices to allow 
employees to work from home, requiring better connec-
tivity and heightened cyber security against threats like 
ransomware. The pandemic shuttered many businesses, but 
ITMS identified the opportunity in the calamity.

Nuñez credits the City of Methuen with making intelli-
gent choices. The first line of defense became a joint effort 
with open lines of communication between ITMS and the 
city.

“I am happy that Methuen made the right decision to 
implement our recommendations.  Thanks to the city lead-
ers, they got positive results,” he said.

There is more information about cyber security at ITMS’ 
website, itsupportboston.us.

Pedro Nuñez of IT Management Solutions is upgrading the 
city’s computer system. He has earned national and global 
business awards in 2020. 
                          MethuenLife photo by Alison Colby-Campbell 

IT service provider saves the day!
Nuñez thwarts potential cyber attack on city’s computer system


